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Well…. another year has rushed by which has been filled with conversations regarding the long wet & stormy winter we have all endured, along with the record number of flooded roads just to add to the mix!   Hopefully we are beginning to welcome in some warmth to help our local farming community who have had to deal with terrible conditions for their crops & animals. 

The significant change to the Parish Council from the beginning of January was the retirement of our longstanding fellow Councillor & good friend Bas Allen.   He had already given us notice of his retirement having Chaired both Corse & Staunton PCs over the past two decades, but suddenly ill health struck in November - which he has made a remarkable recovery from, but this has necessitated some lifestyle changes. 

We can only say that he is sorely missed from our meetings and debates, as he was instrumental in bringing the Chartist heritage to the forefront of our community.  I keep him updated with issues we deal with, and he is still very keen to help where he can in the community. 

I would like to also like acknowledge my thanks the ‘never failing to impress’ hardworking team of litter pickers led by Irene & John Carroll, this is sadly a never ending task trying to keep our verges and laybys clear of unnecessary discarded waste.   My Vice Councillor Dave Williams has also been working very hard with targeting large areas of verge & cleared of the often bizarre items that are discarded in our villages.  We seem to have eradicated our previous problems of ‘fly tipping’ in our lay bays & the now established two general waste bins at Staunton Stores are certainly a necessary addition to this .

Thanks also to him & the excellent support we are receiving from our Public Rights of Way Officer Will Saunder in the continued refurbishing of many sections of the footpath network & bridlepaths which connect Corse & Staunton. To make our countryside more accessible for walkers & safer for horses and their riders. 

In addition, our thanks to the year-round grass cutting & maintenance by parishioner Stan Cotton, who maintains the grass and bench close to our PC  noticeboard on the Ledbury Road. We also must thank the W.I for their floral additions to this location, helped with an annual donation from the Parish Council. 

Our community Defibrillator, situated in a prominent location on the outside wall of the Hub, is well established now & maintained.   Our parishioners should also know that our precept is being wisely spent on its maintenance, with support from Staunton Parish Councillors. 

Safety on our roads through our village is always a concern, and I stress the work we all do to maintain the Speed Indicator Devices along the critical section of the A417 is a constant job for us.  Cllr Bas Allen 
(now over to me ) had worked closely with our village resident expert Mr Phillip Tasker to ensure our solar powered sign close to our village school is skilfully maintained.  Plus, I have help from a Corse resident Phil Wright every 3 weeks to change the battery in our other much needed device. We are working towards the purchase of another solar device to be located along the Ledbury Road. 

We still have the worrying issues of housing over development in the northern most part of the Forest of Dean District, with the current high profile United Against Glynchbrook campaign.  There are many hard working people involved in the campaign to stop the government proposed development of a 3500 new homes.  Many of us have been involved in spreading the word with leaflet deliveries and the installation of banners on their land, because this size of development would have a major adverse effect over many neighbouring villages.  

We have worked closely with Phil Waring (resident in Lowbands & Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator), and SPC have donated recently to support this campaign.  To fight this cause requires expensive legal & specialist consultants, plus the cost of all printed material / banners etc which inevitably costs many £000’s.  I know they would have helped us if we were in the same situation, we could all be irreversibly affected by this ridiculous proposal. 

So many thanks again to the trio of Phil’s ! 

To conclude I would like to offer my thanks for all your support, professionalism & commitment to your roles & responsibilities as Parish Councillors during this year, alongside the expertise & hard work of our highly skilled Clerk keeping me/us in order!

Cllr Jayne Millar 
May 2026





 























