STAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 13th January 2026
Venue: Corse and Staunton Village Hall Annexe
Time: 7:30 pm
Present: Councillors; J. Millar, D. Williams, J. Capper, D. Peach, G. Millar (Clerk) and 1 Parishioner.

1. Chairman’s Welcome
Cllr Millar welcomed all present. 

2. Receive Apologies 
Apologies were received from County Councillor, Gill Moseley, District Councillor, Clayton Williams and Corse Parish Council Representative, Barbara Buck. 

3. Declarations of Interest
None declared.

4. To confirm the minutes of the previous meetings held on Tuesday 11th November 2025
The minutes of both the previous bi-monthly meeting held on Tuesday 11th November 2025 were proposed by Cllr Williams and seconded by Cllr Peach to be accepted as a true record.  

5. County Councillor Report
In her absence the following report was read on County Councillor, Gill Moseley’s behalf: 

Gloucestershire County Council has a budget shortfall of £10m within a £700m revenue budget.  Government has reduced our settlement which makes up half of the receipts of Gloucestershire County Council, the other half being from council tax. Most rural councils are suffering the cuts.

6. District Councillor Report
No report provided.

7. District Councillor Report
No report provided. 


8. Councillor Resignation
Councillors received Cllr Allen’s letter of resignation, with Cllr Millar noting this opens another Councillor vacancy within Staunton Parish Council. 

9. Highways
Councillors received an update following the submission to Highways of works required along the Ledbury Road. Clerk to follow up regarding the status of works required. 

 The amount of potholes and the condition of the Malvern Road was also discussed with the Clerk to raise this work with Highways too. 

10. New Clerk Laptop
It was reported that the Clerk has now received a new laptop. A purchase approved in November 2025.

11. FloodSax
Staunton Parish Council has an allocation of 50 FloodSax. Clerk to arrange delivery of these from Forest of Dean District Council. Further information regarding these will be available on Staunton Parish Council’s website. 

12. Finance 
To present a bank reconciliation reporting all payments and receipts since 8th November 2025

Financial Report: Payments & Receipts 08/11/25 – 08/01/26

Opening Balance Brought Forward from Last Reconciliation: 		£10,439.58

Payments in Period:

17.11.25			Lloyds Service Charge	for Account	£4.25
08.12.25			Clerk’s December Salary			£418.60
16.12.25			Lloyds Service Charge for Account	£4.25
06.01.26			Clerk’s January Salary			£418.60


TOTAL: 						       			£845.70


Receipts in Period: 

-						-			-		

TOTAL: 									£0.00


Balance After All Payments & Receipts Are Accounted For:   		£9,593.88
						
Statement of Account

Balance in Lloyds Account @ 08/01/26:					£9,593.88


Council to receive, discuss and approve 2026/27 budget
Councillors agreed and approved to add an additional £500 to the SID reserves. Following this amendment it was proposed by Cllr Capper and seconded by Cllr Williams to approve Staunton Parish Councils 2026/27 budget. 

Council to discuss and approve the 2026/27 precept request
Following a discussion all Councillors agreed and approved to request a £1,000 increase in precept for 2026/27 totalling £10,953.00. This was proposed by Cllr Peach and seconded by Cllr Williams. 

Council to receive and approve audit letter of appointment received
It was agreed and approved that at a cost of £140.00 to appoint Mr Iain Selkirk as Staunton Parish Council’s internal auditor for 2025/26. This was proposed by Cllr Capper and seconded by Cllr Peach. 

Council to discuss and approve reassigning Staunton Parish Council’s third signatory following Cllr Allen’s resignation
It was proposed by Cllr Millar and seconded by Cllr Williams that Cllr Peach take on the role of third signatory for Staunton Parish Council. All necessary steps will now be taken by the Clerk to implement these changes. 

Council to be presented with any payments, training requests or donation requests received for approval
Following circulation of the outstanding payments due for approval it was proposed by Cllr Capper and seconded by Cllr Peach to approve the following payments: 

· Reimbursement to Clerk for:
· McAfee Security for Clerk Laptop - £34.99 (annual fee)
· Microsoft 365 Renewal - £59.99 (annual fee)

· Reimbursement to Cllr Millar for:
· Clerk laptop purchase - £350.00
· Half year Grass Cutting and Oil Purchase for benches - £100.00

13. Planning

To provide an update regarding planning applications, appeals and enforcements and discuss the submission of any comments due

	
	Reference Number
	Applicant’s Address
	PC Comment
	Decision

	P1371/25/TCA
	T1 - Common Walnut: Crown raise to give 2-3 metres clearance and carry out a full canopy reduction via 20% thin. T2 - Oak: Pollard oak tree to a height of 4 meters. Severe defects as shown in supporting photos, limb failure poses high risk along the Ledbury Road. T3 - Scots pine: Fell dead tree to ground level. T4 - Scots pine: Fell dead tree to ground level. T5 - Ash tree: Fell dead tree to ground level. T6 - Silver Birch: The top of this tree has previously failed and the remaining tree is dying back. Fell dying tree to ground level – Fullbrook, Ledbury Road, Staunton, Gloucestershire
	NO OBJECTION
	APPROVED

	P1426/25/FUL
	Erection of a dwelling with associated access from Chestnut Drive, private amenity space and associated works - Land South Of Elmstone, Ledbury Road, Staunton, Gloucestershire

	NO OBJECTION IN PRINCPLE – ADDITIONAL COMMENTS SUBMITTED
	PENDING CONSIDERATION





14. Items for information only and to receive requests for future agenda items
Cllr Peach gave a brief PPG update. It was reported that the PPG is still looking to appoint a new Chair following Malcolm Harley’s resignation. 
Additionally, it was noted that Staunton and Corse Surgery are looking to fully employ the principles of the NHS App and encourage everyone to communicate digitally. 
The condition of the road leading to the Surgery was also discussed. This is being looked into further by Cllr Millar. 
Cllr Capper highlighted that it has been noticed that there are a number of fake £10/£20 notes being used in circulation and to be aware of this. 

15. Public Participation
An update was requested regarding the gates installed adjacent to Corse and Staunton Village Hall. Cllr Williams updated all that Corse Parish Council currently has an enforcement action request open with the Forest of Dean District Council regarding the matter. 

The meeting finished at 8:42pm
Signed: 							Date:


