Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2025/26 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2026 and that
wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of
the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a
meeting of the authority after 31 March 2026 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitied no
later than 30 June 2026 notifying the external auditor.

SAUNTON (GlLosS) PREZISH CoonCic

certifies that during the financial year 2025/26, the higher of the authority’s total gross income for
the year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2025/26: 9 Y, q 6_7)

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2025/26: '7. 5 4.4. . P %
e

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the extemal auditor to undertake a imited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable.
By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
= The authority was in existence on 1st April 2022
« In relation to the preceding financial year (2024/25), the external auditor has not:
- issued 2 public interest report in respect of the authority or any enlity connected with it
- made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connecled with it
- issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 (“the Act”), and has not withdrawn the notice
« commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Acl
- made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
« The court has not declared an item of account untawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the extemal auditor
either by email or by post (not bath).

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public nghts still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage” before 1 July 2026.
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer  Date 1 confirm that this Certificate of
O Exemption was approved by .
'2/@2 6 this authority on this date: ‘7_/0_» /Z£
Date as recorded in minute reference:
IZ/C)S/ ' Ca
Telephone number
Clerk (@ Stountion - Pc- gou - Ok 01452 349043

“Published weh address
R w - Stountan -~ PC- oo - VK

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT.
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

STAUNTON (GLos ) PARISH CaoniL
OIS - SN - PC - gov - Vi

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on
the basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant
procedures and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned
coverage, On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions
on whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the finanaial year
to a standard adequate to meet the needs of this authorty.

Internal control objective

covered™

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. Thes authorily complied with its inancial regulabons, payments were supported by invoices, all /
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for

C. This authority assessad the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy /
of arangements to manage these

D. The precept or rates requirement resuited from an adequate budgetary process; progress against /'
the budget was reguiarly monitored, and reserves were appropriale.

E. Expeded income was fully receved, based on corredt pnces, properly recorded and promptly /
banked. and VAT was appropriately accounted for. R A NS LT (3 ()

F. Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved /

/

and VAT appropnately accounted for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances ’,6.'.1.';:;'.1!)“5 were pad in accordance with this authonty’s
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly apphed

H. Assel and investments registers were complete and acasate and propesly maintained
I. Penodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting statements prepared dunng the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis
(receipts and payments or sessseand expenditurs-agreed (o the cash book, supported by an
adequate audrt trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were t

| properly recordedt

K. If the authority certified dsell as exempt from a mited assurance review mn 2024/25, 4 met the
exemption critena and comrectly declared itself exempt. (If the authonty had a limited assurance /
review of 18 2024/25 AGAR tick “not covered”)

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up 1o date at the time of (_]—' - S
the intemal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authonty correctly prowded for a perniod for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audil Reguiations (dunng the 202526 AGAR penod,
were public rights in refalion to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a nolice on the website and/or /
authonty approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authonty has complied with the publicabon requirements for 2024725 AGAR
{see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Noles) o

Q. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and
data compliance. t

P. (For local councils only) ‘
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee. :

For any other nsk areas identified by this authorty adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if
needed), Date(s) intemal audit undertaken Name of person who camied out the infemal audit

&t { s'(yé 180 SELKIAK
mﬁ?ﬁ&mﬁﬁdn D X [ < / 26

“if the response is ‘no’ please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in conlrd! identified (add separate sheels if needed).

“Nobe. If the resporse is not covered” plosse state whon $o mos! recent mlomai audit wark wias Gone in this area and when it & next planned; or,
If Covrags is nok Mquingd, the annuad intemal audlt repart must explan wihy not (add separate shoots if needed)
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

STAONTON (GLos)

PARISH CoourvCit

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

Yos' meang that this awthonty:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management durng the yeae, and for the preparation of
the socounting statemaents.

] prapared B8 accounting statements i accordance
wilh the Accownts and Audt Reguiadhans

. We maintained an adequate system of nternasl control
includng measures desnned 10 prevent and detect fraud
and comupbon and reviewed its effectiveness

Made Drope aranemels and accepied responsitty
far safequardng fhe publc maney and ReSoWwces i
its chavge.

We have assured curselves that there are no matters
of actual or polential non-complance with laws,
requlations and Proper Prachcss that could have a
=ignificant financial effect on the abdity of this
suthority lo conduct its business or manage ils
fnances,

trs anly done whaal it has he legal power (o do and fas
compbad with Proper Prachces in doing so

We prowmded proper opportundy curng tha year for
the exercise of electars’ nghts n accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

dunng tha yoar gave al persans mferasted the oppartundy fo
inspect and ask questions abow! this sutharlly’s sccounts.

. We camed out an assessment of the nsks facing this
authonty and took appropaate steps to manage those
risks, mcluding the introduction of intesnial controls andlor
extemnal msurance cover where requred

considernd and documontod the financal and other nsks o
faces and deall with them properly.

We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of mtemal audit of the accaunting
records and control systems.

arranged for a compelent person, independent of the financial
confrovs and procedwes, i give an obachive view on whelhar
mdemal confrods meat the nends of this smaler suthanty:

7. We took appropriate acthion on all matiers rasad
in reports from internal and external audit,

responded to matters brought 1o #s attention by intermal and
exiornal audd

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabifites o
COMMEAMBNS, events of FaNSacions, ocourming aithar
dunng or after the year-end, have a finanaal snpact on
this authority and, where appeopriate, hive included them
in the accounting statesments.

. (For local councils only) Trust funds incuding
charitable. In our capacly as tha soke managing trustes
we discharged our accountahiity responsitdmes for the
fund(sVassels, mcluding finncal reporting and, if
requred, mdependent examination or audit.

disclosed everything & showd fave aboul its busvress activily
dunng ha year inclucding avents taking place after tha year
end i redevarnt.

has met all of &5 responsibiities wheve 88 & boay
carporale & 5 a 5ok managng festen of 2 local trust
ar frusts.

v

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effectve 1T
and data managernent in accordance with proper
pracioes during the year under review,

v’

has made suladle amangements for £s 1T and data
managemeant and has complied with proper practices i
doing so.

“For Aoy statement 1o which the response & o', an expbea@on mest be
publshed

Thes Annual Governance Skatement was approved al a
meeting of the authonty on:

12 fOS /26

and recorded as minute reference:

kb

Information required by the Transparency Code (not part of the Annua

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chair y X
il G
Clerk %&«-—- -

Statemn

| Governance

The authorily website is up to date and the inforrmation required by the Transparency Code has been publshed.

WWW . Sundon - C

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2

OO0 Ul
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

STALVTCN (GLos) PARISH coonatL

ungeny!

1. Balances brought

forward 42.6"3 3 g _.?— ;

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the fimancial records. Value must agree
to Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Lewves

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year, Exclude any grants
received

3. (*) Total other receipls

Total income ormcoi;;e.-: as recorded in the cashbook less
the precept or ratesfevies received (iine 2). Inciude any
Qrants received.

4. (-) Staff costs

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behall
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
employers NI contnbutions, employers pension
contrburrcns gratuilies and severance payments.

S; (-} Loan interost/capital

+
repayments O O

Total expenditure or payments of capital and inferest
made during the year on the authorily's borrowings (if any).

6. (-} All other payments

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book fess stall costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. {#) Balances camed

forward 6% B

[\\)

‘Cr}

U'
AT FAN

Total balances and reserves af the end of the year.
must equal (1+2+3) - (4+546)

8. Total value of cash and

The sum of al current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

i is made
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at

The value of all the property he: authority owns —

S <
b - L-) 2 7q 7 q % g To agree with bank reconciliation.
?&fal fixed assets plus o !
long term mvestments <
and assets ' L3, 615 |15, (gg¥ 31 March
10. Total borrowings o O

The ouréﬁlb&ng cupital balance as at 31 March of all foans
from third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

11. Do the figures in the accounting
statlements above exclude any Trust |
transactions?

Far guidance refer to the Practitioners” Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the
Accounting Staterments in this Annual Governance and
Accountability Retum have been prepared on either 2
receipis and payments or income and expenditure basis
following the guidance in Governance and Accountability for
Smaller Authorities — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper
Practices and present fairly the finandgal position of this
aulthority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

(il —
22 & o T

Date

Annual Governance and Accoumabihty' Return 2025/26 Form 2

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

2/65( 26
as recorded in minute reference:
Lec

Sgned by Chair of the meeting where the

Accounting Stalu;q, re approved
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AUDITORS REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF:-
STAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL

Is the cashbook maintained and up to date

Is the cashbook arithmetic correct

Is the cashbook regularly balanced and reconciled to the bank

Have Standing Orders and Financial Regulations been formally adepted
Are Standing Orders and Financial Regulations regularly reviewed

Has an RFO been appointed with specific duties

Have items or services above a de minimis amount been competitively purchased
Has the Clerk authority to spend in emergencies

From what level are quotes required

From what level are tenders required

Are payments in the cashbook supported by invoices, authorised and minuted
Has VAT on payments been identified, recorded and reclaimed

Is $137 expenditure separately recorded and within statutory limits

Is S137 expenditure separately minuted as such

Is the signing authority two or more councillors

Is the Clerk a signatory

Are the counterfoils initialled by the signatories

Are invoices vouched to payments

Is there a procedure in place for the regular audit of internal controls

Has a member of the Committee been appointed internal internal auditor
Coes he have a specific programme and does he report to meetings
Does scanning of the minutes identify any unusual activity

Is the annual risk assessment minuted

Is insurance cover appropriate and adequate

Are internal financial controls documented and regularly reviewed.

Has the Council prepared an annual budget in support of its precept

Is actual expenditure against budget regularly reported to the Council

N/A  Are there any significant unexplained variances from budget

31/02/2026

COMMENTS

Naone
over £100
over £100

Chairman
Quarterty

Too small
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N/A
N/A
N/A

Is income properly recorded and banked as promptly as possible

Does the precept recorded in the cash book agree to the District Councils notification
Where income is raised by rental or lettings has the VAT position been clarified

Are security controls over cash adequate and effective

Is petty cash spent recorded and supported by VAT invoices/receipts

Is petty cash expenditure reported to each Council meeting

Is petty cash expenditure reimbursed regularly

Or does the Clerk present petty cash with her expenses supported by VAT invoices/receipts
Do salaries paid agree to with those approved by the Council

Has PAYE/NIC been properly operated by the Council as employer

Are other payments to the Clerk and staff reasonable and approved by the Council
Where PAYE/NIC is not operated due to the low salary level has HMRC been informed
Does the Council maintain an Asset Register of all material assets owned

Is the Register up to date

Do the values agree to insurance valuations

Are movements in Treasury Deposits accurately recorded

Is each bank account reconciled on a regular basis

Are there any unexplained balancing entries in any reconciliation

Are accounts prepared on the correct accounting basis

Do the accounts reflect the cashbook entries

Is there an audit trail from the underlying financial records to the accounts

Where appropriate have debtors and creditors been properly recorded

Are minutes signed, initialled and pages sequentially numbered

Do Burial receipts agree to the attendant Burial records

Are rights or permissions properly recorded

Any evidence of fraudulent activity should be brought to the attention of the Chairman

No cash income

Assats of little value to councll






STAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT INTERNAL AUDITOR
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026

| have examined the books and records of the Council as at 31 March 2026
Whilst | have not performed an audit | can confirm that the attached statements are
in accordance therewith

" lain Selkirk FCA Malvern Worcester
Appointed Independent auditor May 2026






STAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 202.6

£ 2025-2026
RECEIPTS
Precept 9,953.00 8,655.00
Contributions to Defibrillator _ 81143
9,953.00 9,466.43
PAYMENTS

Staff Costs 5,023.20 5,146.50
Clerk Expenses 504.16 403.84
Insurance 278.24 312.19
Grass Cutting 180.00 160.00
Wreath 62.46
Audit 125.00 110.00
Subscription 240.78 216.83
Miscellaneous 425
Hall 300.00

S137 Donation 450.00

Training 25.00
Defibrillator 18.12 254 .30
Noticeboard 764.99

Bank Charges 55.25

Laptop 350.00
Website and IT 94 98 407.00
Gate 80.00
VAT Recoverable 129.98
7.344.73 8,352.34
Surplus for the year 2,608.27 1,114.09
General Fund B/fwd 5,379.38 4.265.29
General Fund C/fwd £ 798765 £ 5379.38

Represented by:-

Lloyds Treasurers Account 7,987.65 5,379.38

£ 7908765 £ 5,379.38

Chairman RFO







STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

STAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Last Year
1 Balances brought forward 4,266
2 Annual Precept 8,655
3 Other Receipts 811
4 Staff Costs 5,146
5 Loan interest and Capital Repayts
6 Total Other Payments 3,207
7 Balance carried forward 5,379
8 Total Cash 5,379
9 Total Fixed Assets 13,675

10 Total Borrowings

2025-2026

This Year

5,379

9,953

5,023

2,321

7,988

7,988

13,675







APPENDIX TO THE STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS  2025-2026

STAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL
BANK RECONCILIATION
£
Opening Balance 5,379.38
Receipts during the year | 9,953.00
15,332.38

Payments during the year 7,34473
Closing Balance £ 798765
Represented by the bank account as under:-

Lloyds 2989335 7,987.65

no unpresented cheques £ 798765

Chairman

Date







